B 2025 - Tutor meeting questions

The current B online exam is longer and more complex than many of the older
in-person C exams.

1) Is there a reason for this? What skill is being tested?

2) do you agree with the advice to candidates that they do not have time to take
to think - just scan everything once, go with your first feeling and hope for
the best? Do you think that this is a good selection criteria for fit to
practice?

3) We see many candidates now unable to pass the current B exam, especially
those not doing it in their native language. What is the percentage of
candidates for each country that are resitters? How is this growing each year?
4) How are candidates supposed to prepare for this exam, especially when there
is still no proper way to electronically compare pages side-by-side?

5) The exam has also changed. When the pre-exam was introduced, the B exam was
reduced in length by 1-hr. Before that, candidates were expected to come up with
their own solutions, but were given more time to do it. At that time, the
proposal by the client was supplied as a pretty good solution, so that they
could complete the exam by pretty much following that solution. They did not
need to come up with a solution. In recent years, that has changed, and the
client proposal is more of a trap. Unfortunately, candidates have not been given
more time. Please explain why you shifted and how candidates should consider the
claims by the client in the current "much-too-short" exam.

6) Please also explain how you will ensure that future exams do not suffer from
the creep in increasing length and technical complexity?

7) There are many non-native speaker candidates who finance themselves and
cannot afford the money or time to take this exam more than twice? How should
they prepare in the era of extremely long and detailed exams?

8) Please confirm that the exams are fully tested in Wiseflow before the exam,
including testing by those not in the committee who see the exam for the first
time. in a non-native language

asked during session / in-chat

9) If B 2026 will stay the same length as the old C exams, please give them an
extra hour. This was the time given for an "old-style B paper" (before the
Pre-exam was introduced in 2013) where candidates had to find their own
solutions.



C 2025 - Tutor meeting questions

The current C online exam is longer and more complex than many of the older
in-person C exams.

1) Is there a reason for this? What skill is being tested?

2) do you agree with the advice to candidates that they do not have time to take
to think - just scan everything once, go with your first feeling and hope for
the best? Don't try and understand the technical aspects of the exam - just look
for the pieces. Do you think that this is a good selection criteria for fit to
practice?

3) We see many candidates now unable to pass the current C exam, especially
those not doing it in their native language. What is the percentage of
candidates for each country that are resitters? How is this growing each year?
4) What is the reason for the higher percentage "compensable fails" this year?
5) How are candidates supposed to prepare for this exam, especially when there
is still no proper way to electronically compare pages side-by-side?

6) The C exam is still not split into 2x independent parts. Candidates are
overwhelmed in the first part. We currently advise candidates to make sure that
they print everything, and use their lunchbreak to reread the patent and prior
art during their lunchbreak. Many successful candidates are already doing this.
This goes against the principle of an online exam.

7) Please also explain how you will ensure that future exams do not suffer from
the creep in increasing length and technical complexity

8) There are many non-native speaker candidates who finance themselves and
cannot afford the money or time to take this exam more than twice? How should
they prepare in the era of extremely long and detailed exams?

9) Please confirm that the exams are fully tested in Wiseflow before the exam,
including testing by those not in the committee who see the exam for the first
time. in a non-native language

Asked in person / in chat:

190) If C 2026 workload cannot be evenly divided into 2 parts, please consider
combining the time into one block. This is just formalising what is actually
happening (rereading in their lunch). I am sure that if you ask all the C 2026
candidates whether they want to one block, the majority would say yes.



D 2025 - Tutor meeting questions

1) The passing rate was lower this year - what are the main reasons? Was it poor
performance in D1 or D2? Were there specific D1 questions answered badly?

1b) We noticed that many good candidates did not pass this year - it was a much
harder exam than last year.

2) The D2 was much more technically complex this year - why do you add these
technical explanations? Did this affect the passing rate? This has a big impact
on non-native speaking candidates.

3) there were also 2x different cases making it very difficult to complete in
the time. Did many candidates actually finish both cases?

4) The D2 exam is not supposed to test technical interpretation - there are
enough other exams already testing this. Please just use letters with
genus/species relations ships on future exams. This also makes it fairer for
non-native speaking candidates.

5) Was any compensation awarded for the slow loading of both D1 and D2
assignments? Why was this not covered in the Examiners Report?

6) question 4 is a formalities question, not an attorney question. These
questions are more at home on the EPAC exam.

7) Are the AG and PCT/EPC GL references required for full marks in Q1, Q2, Q3,
Q5? If yes, this sems to be a new requirement in the current exams. In previous
years, this was not required because legally Guidelines are not actual "legal
basis".

8) D2 - 1st case: The abbreviations were confusing. You used OPQR: spheres made
from rubber (0); pyramids made from rubber (P); damping means made from rubber
(Q); cubes made from rubber (R). It also took some time to figure out that
rubber was not an important aspect.

9) D2 - 2nd case: E = D + B was difficult to figure out reading the long,
complex explanations

190) The closing days are available online, but there is still no electronic
calendar in Wiseflow just showing the days of the week. Why is this not
available?

11) Please also explain how you will ensure that future exams do not suffer from
the creep in increasing length and technical complexity

12) There are many non-native speaker candidates who finance themselves and
cannot afford the money or time to take this exam more than twice? How should
they prepare in the era of extremely long and detailed exams to pass first time?
13) Please confirm that the exams are fully tested in Wiseflow before the exanm,
including testing by those not in the committee who see the exam for the first
time. in a non-native language

14) Slow loading of the assignment cost 3-5 minutes in all parts. Why was no
compensations given?

15) If you look down reading for a few seconds, Wiseflow now gives a pop-up
warning that the camera is defective, with a link to test the camera. It is not
clear that this window can be closed by just clicking off the window. It is very
disturbing to your concentration. Some candidates even contacted the
invigilator. This is new - what has changed! Why is there no button to close
the window? How long can you look down before the window appears?

16) "Interactive EPC fees" cannot be opened during exam

17) "Find" does not work anymore in the assignment
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